WHY    A    TKAGEDY?
their weakest But we may perhaps hazard an opinion that whereas one or two Elizabethans rose to greater heights than any Victorian, the Victorians can claim a greater abundance of talents and work of the first order God's plenty is the attribute of the age
This impression is greatly strengthened if we turn
our attention from works of individual genius to the
sum of collective achievement    There was never a
time when the country advanced with such giant
strides in the paths of peaceful progress    After the
Corn Laws and the Charter were disposed of, the
figures of increasing wealth and trade attained posi
tively staggering dimensions    A period of warfare on
the Continent and in the United Stites enabled us to
improve on the start we had already gained, and to
confirm our position as the workshop., not to speak
of the bank, of the world    Such extra expenses as
those of the Crimean War and the Mutiny, John Bull
was able to take in his stride, almost without noticing
them    And in spite of the warnings of Mr Malthus,
few people were seriously troubled about an increase
in population that merely meant more hands for the
workshop    It was obvious that, for the time, at any
rate, in the race between population and wealth,
wealth was having the best of it
In every department of life the reformer was abroad, proceeding step by step, and guided more by British common sense than by abstract theory Even the classical economics could not prevent enthusiasts like Lord Shaftesbury from forcing on to the Statute Book a steadily accumulating mass of legislation for humanizing social conditions, until poor Herbert Spencer was moved to cry Ichabod a$ die triumph of the State over the Man The "tion of the prisons and the workhouses rem >le throughout the period, though by the middle class set itself the
